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The ccntral headquarters of the BCP (also known as the White Flags) has
recently issued a new statement of policy, under the title "Towards Victory."
The full text is not yet available, but a brief summary lately seen. indi-
cates that it contains few, if any, s:Lgnlflca.nt policy cnanges.

\-/».
Other evidenam of BCP activities make it clear that the party is seek-
ing, through the medium of the People's Demdewabic Front (PBE), fitst,
: sim-gontrol of the White Band Peopli's Volunteer Organization (“hite
Band PVO ans segondly , to secure support in circles which might be
mwilling” o join the party itself, Also, the Politburo has not neg-
lected its search for cther possible allies, In this connection, U Sein
-Da, for some years a leader of the Arakanese nationalist movement and
an influential man in Arakan, is now reported to have thrown- in with the
BCP.

Burma ‘Communiét. Party (BCP)

The BCP is making energetic efforts, although without any particular
success, to recruit more members. As of July 1949 particular attention
has been paid to tie zation of youths, Instructions issued by
the Lower Burma he of the BCP ha¥e set recruiting targets
(totalfng 5,800) f s districts under its control; and as

a’ guide to youth bt has reproduced an article. orzglnally
printed in-the § EiThe article ‘explains the oréanlzatlon of -
the China New D i Corps and extolls its virtuss and its
value to the Chinef§% , Party.

Intatéive efforts, by various methods, are being made to secure addltlonal
arns for the BCP. Several persong, described as gun rungers for the

- Communists, haye beer arrested in Somthern Burma for p9sl§'ssmg arms and

Figh ti,;m. A regular arus trade is known to take plfice between Governe
in the Chbauk-Yenangyaung area and the insirgents farther
down EHe Ifrawaddy. In addition, reports suggest that an aras factory
on a small scale is being established in the Prome area, where it is
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known than an inlend water transport engineer, working under duress,
is repeiring unserviceasble arms for the insurgents.

8. Attention is being given by the BCP to nllltary training, particularly
’ among the peasants under party control, There has been talk of conserip- .
%ion. Megnwhile, BCP hesdqparters in Lower Purme recentld ren g fifteen-
day political training course for ra'iésentat*vés from verious dns*ricts.‘

One Qf the main polnts en@has1zed in the 1ectures was, thaf Democratlc

| §ne Cowmun sts concerned should maLe sure of securlng key posfs~
for themselves.

;2 . Twice durvng the month BCP propaganda, so freguently preoccupied with

; domestic issues, devoted itself to international affalrs. A leaflet was
issusd which contained a diatribe against the Atlantic Paqﬁ,followwng
the kussian line. Aftelt‘on wes also glven to World Peace Day (see below).*

%, Plans heve bcen devised to improve communlcatlons from RBCP central
haadquarters to the verious party branches by, “installlnf reless links.
Subordinate brenches have bgen instructed to provwde themselves with sets,
A low-ranking Communist arrested by the police in mid-October had a
transmitting and receiving set in his possession.

People's Democratic Front (PDF)

8. The . BCP is still the prime force within the PDP, and is doing its best
to ensure that any Democretic Fronts formed will be under RCP coatrol.
The plen .of cempaign envisasged in the original manifesto, according to
which Democretic Fronts were to be formed at the various organizational
levels (correSﬂondlng to the organization of the BCP) is now being
demonstrated as the only possible maneuver by which the ﬁ“P can hope to
gain any significant control over the White Eand PVO's, The lack of
centrel commend #nd the irresponsibility of local leaders in the Phite
Band PVO hf . significant factors, in-contrast with the smooth and
disciplined vorklng of the BCP organization, in preventing any effective
cooperation between the two insurgent bodies. The BCP recognizes this
and has adjusted its approach accordir &y} Policy agreements reached at
Central Headquarters must be negotiated afresh when g Democratic Front
is formed at e lower level, Even so, the general unreliability of White
Bend PVO personaljties makes it unlikely that the BCP will achieve any
perticulsr success.

9. The lack of agreemgnt appears to be not so much over principles (for
there is ample evlaence that the PVO themselves favor the formation of
Democrstic onnts, 8s over the questlon of control. “PVO secret instruc-
tions issued in July warn aba;nst ECP "stab in the back" tactics end
direct that undesirable BCP elements should be weeded out of the Democratic
Front., A meetlng of the All- Euxm& FYO (W) in October, WTlch confirmed
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Barlier reports that a Lower Burme Democrstic Front had been formed appear

to have baen premature for there is documentary evidence that on 23 September
it was still not in existenge. Furthermore, a police réport dated 19 October
suggests that nsgotlatlons for the formation of such & body were still in
progress between the BCP and White Band PVO officials. The repart of those
negotiations supgests that two essential points in e provisicnsl egreement
ware &) a joint ettack on the Keren Netional Defense Orgenization (KNDO) and
b) land reform., It is of interest to see these two points cropping up for
fresh discussion et a lower level when it is known that they had alreasdy
been thrashed out at the top. 4n esrlier meeting of the various party
leadsrs, 1nclud1ng Thakin Then Tun, had given considerstion to a joint attack
on the ENDO stronghold in Toungoo, while pamphlets issued from the Prome
ared, announcing a conlition between the Feople's Pesssnt Orgenization
(probably PYO- controlled) and the Communist All=Burma Peasents' Union, made

a specific reference to land redistribution.

Communist Party (Burma)

One report received during the month suggests that the Communist Party (Burma)
now has a Politburo of ten, hesded by Thakin Soe, each leader being respon-
‘sible for a particulsr area. The party's influence is nezligible.

Burme Socialist Party (BSP)

U'Ba Swe, Genersl Secretary end strong men of the BSP, emerged from his
ucrmal sec¢lusion in early October to open a discussion circlg under the
aegis of the People's Literature Committee (of which he 3sdﬁ§esident).
In'carefully moderate terms, he pointed out the valus of gensrel discussion
of political questions in the search for a solution to Burma 's problems.,

He sug#ested, rather nclntedly, that any political sclution must teke into
account the fact thet over %0% of Burma's population were either peasants
or workers whose specﬁal interests must be protected, and could not omit

e reference tc the "colonial shackles" which were still strangling Burme's
economy .

The Rangoon branch of the TASS agency, esteblished by the Socialist-controlled
People's Literature liouse, issued its first bulletin on 3C October, on the
subject of MAO Tse-tung's ROrgan1c Law", 4s this bulletin was identical

with a keuter report of the seme date, it still has to be established

whether this was e direct service from India, which is expected to bethe
source of TASS material, or merely local "piracy" to rive substence to a
project which had been announced some week earlier,

The main activities of the BSP during the month appeer to have centered
around its labor organization, the Trades Union Congress (Burma) (TUC(B))
which has been making determined efforis to secure more effective control
of lebor. In Eangoon, the adoption of Socialists as the representatives
of several smaller unions has been secured. In the oilfields, through
its United Front for fAption (UR4), the TUC(B) has claimed to be the sole’
peRgutativEs of the workers spd Yes tried te secmrs recegsition of
shis claim in the mge;iaﬂ:;q ¥hish hgve bean in progress vetwaen the
Bum 41 C@,p;:ny and 1ts ofifield la.bor.

Qﬂf%x in fhe. sensh, thn'TﬁC(B ;ﬂ; ?éaxiﬁrous in wdvosating affilitation

i $hg TG, agar snzjspreg mosol fpiens’ in-sumork’ of bE repossl

from ssversl swbordinate unisey, endthad eBegted <mt’ mii iy pommunist -

attitud Ato;urds capital in Rurmﬁ. This cauged the ojg;nméht -

LAl BRI OUG _ Are W . bmnght to hear gn £e THCLER) to
Aearrdighk oo 23 Ogtoper, U Khin Zawm, §esretary of the
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TUC(B) issued a stestement in which he disclaimed any particular leanlngs
on the part of the TUC(B) towards the World Federation of Trade Unions
(WFTU). He explalned that the TUC(B) wished to adopt the Best features
of both the WFTU and the British Trades Union orgeanization; no delegates
were to be sent to the forthcoming WFTU conference in Peiping or to the
International Trades Union Organizetion (ITUO) conference in London, but
et some future date the TUC(B) planned to send members to the headquarters
of both groups for consultaetion,**

17, The campeign for affiliation to the WFTU had other repercussions in the
disquiet that was felt st this extremist policy by more moderate members
of the BSE, and an informed scurce has ststed thet there were signs of
a "line up w1th1n the Party for and against the propossl, Ba Swe, Thekin
T1n and the Socimlist All-Burma Pemsants' Association were opposed to it,
Although a difference of opinion had arisen over the issus, howsver, it
was not sufficiently serious to give rise to a split in the Party at present.

World Pesce Day

18. The Council of Workers Emergency Struggle TUB(B) decided at a meeting on
22 September to celebrate "World Peace Day" on 2 October, After the meeting
the TUC(B) issued a directive to #11 lebor unions and organizations under
its control, ordering them to gttend the celebration. Forty~-four repressn-
tetives from twenty-two labor organjzatlonq complied with the order..
Advance publicity for the meeting was given in a TUC(B) pamphlet which,
following the Kussian line, dealt exclus:velj with the international aspects
of the occasion,

19. The Rangoon District BCP slso took note of World Peace Day, but the only
actlvnty on the part of the BCP was an exhibition of posters contrasting
the alms of Viorld Peace Day with Thekin Nu's plen for "Peace within one
year" which was condemned es a move designed for 'mass massacre”,

World Peace Congress

20. At & meeting of the Kangoon District Organizetion Committee of the BCP in
late September, it was decided that representatlves should meet with Thakin
Lwin end representatives of the studeApo' organizetions, bazear organiza-
tions end Federated Services Union od 1 October, These discussions would
cover the formation of a World Pesce Congress (Burma Branch) under joint
leadership, **x*

25X1A o

* gcoment. Press reports indicate that on 25 October & mass
demenstration was held at Prome, Banners of the BCP, the People's
Demoneratic Army and the Chinese Communist @ipverment were displayed.
The demonstration, presided over by Bo Chlt igung, PDF leader,

25X1X was a eulogy of the achievements of the Chlnase Communists,

*% g(}pnment. Under the circumstences, this statement can be
d;sregardag as one of pelicy. Even if open affilistion is not made,
the TUC(B) will do its best to forge discreet links with the WFTU.

25X1X #xx mvomment. This is the first indicetion of any lisison batween
* 4ok “and the BSP, but in view of the amount of evidence of bltter
*animosity existing between the two, it carnot be accepted  jHEg"
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